
FBI and Notices Aid in Fugitive Dunts  

As of December 1, 1955, the fingerprint collection 
maintained in the FBI Identification Division 
contained more than 138,000,000 prints. Repre-
sented in this aggregate total were 10,889,422 in-
dividuals In the criminal print section and 
60,549,285 persons III the noncriminal section, 
which includes military, civil and applicant-type 
prints. During an average day approximately 
20,000 fingerprint cards arrive H,t the FBI Iden-

tification Division for handling. 
In the interest of cooperative law enforcement, 

this FBI repository of fingerprints serves as a 
"locator system" in the location of wanted crimi-
nals. If a local police agency requests a "stop 
notice" on a wanted fugitive aM thi8 individual, 

has a fingerprint record in the FBI fUe8, this 
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record will be "flagged." This means tha.t any 
subsequent set of fingerprints of this wanted per-
son will be matched with the "flagged" record and 
the requesting agency will be immediately noti-
fied. This notification, usually by collect wire, 
will be made by whatever means the requesting 
agency suggests. 

Indicative of the value of this system, more 
than 1,000 fugitives each month are identified 
through submission of fingerprints to the FBI. 

Wanted notices are posted in the FBI finger-
print files for law enforcement agencies when 
positive identification can be established. In or-
der for the FBI to establish positive identification 
for a criminal in the fingerprint records, it is 
necessary to have the name of the wanted person 
and: (1) FBI number; or (2) criminal registry 
number, military service serial number, or other 
identifying number exclusive of Social Security 
number; or (3) fingerprints . 

If at all possible, the contributor should submit 
this particular information in order that a wanted 
notice can be posted immediately. If these items 
are not available, the contributor can still send as 
much descriptive data concerning the wanted in-
dividual as he has in his possession and a search 
will be made in an effort to identify the individual 
with a fingerprint record. If any record or rec-
ords are located which appear to be possibly iden-
tical with the wanted person, they are referred 
to the contributor with the statement: "If the sub-
ject of the attached record is determined to be 
identical with the subject of your wanted notice 
and you will resubmit your notice with advice 
to that effect, an appropriate entry will be made." 

Any law enforcement official, including county, 
State and commonwealth attorneys, can request 
the placing of a "stop notice." These notices are 
posted as a general rule only for the contributor 
of the request. For example, a wanted notice 
desired by a local sheriff's office or a State police 
agency should be requested by that particular 
agency itself rather than by the local FBI office 
or a police agency of another jurisdiction or an-
other State. This facility is not available to 
bonding companies, private detective agencies, or 
attorneys at law who are not engaged in duly 
authorized law enforcement work. 

A stop notice placed on fingerprints stands as a 
sentinel in the files until canceled by the contribu-
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tor or by apprehension of the individual. In 

1954 the FBI l'eceived a routine set of prints of a 
man arrested in the :Midwest on a charge of drunk-
enness. These prints were immediately matched 
with a et of fingerprints which had carried a stop 
notice since 1924. After thirty years of unlawful 
freedom, this subject, a convicted murderer who 
had escaped from a state penitentiary where he 
was serving a life sentence, commented, 'I'm glad 
it's over.' He mentioned that he had been trav-
eling all over the country doing odd jobs and 
during ·World 'Yar II had experienced great dif-
ficulty in getting employment without having to 
submit to fingerprinting. 

The placing of stops can be simplified as well 
as expedited by requesting wanted notices on 
Form 1-12, supplied free of charge by the FBI 
to contributors desiring to utilize this form. Sup-
plies of these forms can be obtained by filling out 
and mailing to the FBI the order form which ap-
pears on the cover of each copy of the FBI Law 
Enforcement Bulletin Insert. 

Law Enforcement Bulletin Insert 

The FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin Insert is an 
additional service which the FBI furnishes in the 
interest of cooperative law enforcement. The 
Insert, published monthly as a supplement to the 
regularly issued Law Enforcement Bulletin, in-
cludes: Fugitives 'Wanted, Missing Persons 
notices, and cancellations of previously published 
notices in these two categories. 

Although "stop notices" in the fingerprint files 
and published notices in the Insert are valuable 
in connection with missing persons, this article is 
concerned only with the assistance which the FBI 
can offer to local authorities in the location of 
wanted criminals. Each monthly issue of the In-
sert contains material on 50-60 fugitives wanted 
by local police agencies, including State penal 
institutions, as well as fugitives wanted by the 
FBI, many of whom are being sought for local 
a.uthorities under provisions of the Federal Fugi-
bve Felon Act. 

Each fugitiye notice published in the Insert is 
based on a notice maintained in a fingerprint rec-
ord and includes the individua.1's fingerprint 
classification and a single fingerprint. The notice 
also contains the name of the agency to be noti-
fied in case of location or identification of the 
wanted person and other data as shown in the 
"ample a.ccompanying this article. 
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FLOYD LEE, with alias: II J( 25 W 000 13 
Lyod,r-. L 17 U 000 16 

121059 PD, P1tteburgh, Pal B; 45 yrll 
(1945); 5'10"; 170 lbs; med hvy bld; 
blk h&1r; IIILr eTIIII; dk coq>; occ -
power brullh operator, prellller; nat -
AaIIr. Wanted tor lIJR. 
(MotU),: PD, Pittsburgh, Pa) 
"FBI 710530 - KAY 1948 

Sample 0/ Bulletin Inllert wanted notice. 

The FBI will publish a wanted notice in the 
In ert in the following types of cases: 

1.  All felonious homicides (murder in all degree ; man-
laughter). 

2. Rape. 
3. Robbery of all types. 
4.  Burglary and various statutory crimes such as 

breaking and entering, hou e breaking and safe 
breaking. 

o.  Grand larceny, including special types such as auto 
theft and cattle theft, but not including embezzle-
ment, or larceny after trust, by bailee or by trick. 

6. Sodomy. 
7.  Arson.  

. Mayhem.  
9.  Aggravated as ault of all type, such as assault with 

a deadly weapon. 
10. Blackmail and extortion. 
11. Kidnaping. 
12.  Assaults to commit and attempts to commit any of 

the above offenses. 
13.  Escapes from incarceration for any of the above 

ofl'enses. 

It should be noted that notices are not pub-
lished regarding misdem ean01'S;' tate parole or 
probation violations; cases in which subject is 
wanted only on suspicion of, or in connection 
with, offenses otherwise publishable; forgery; 
counterfeiting; receiving stolen goods; carrying 
or possessing deadly weapons or burglary tools; 
prostitution or pandering; drug, liquor, gam-
bling and motor vehicle law violations; certain 
types of larceny as noted in (5) above. 

Consideration is given to publication of a 
wanted notice in the Insert upon request or, in 
more important cases, as a regular result of plac-
ing a notice in the fingerprint record. 

Before publication of a wanted notice in the 
lnsert, It IS necessary to know whether the 
agency requesting the notice will extradite in 
the event of apprehension in another State. 
This is important in order to avoid fruitless and 

often dangerous apprehensions by other agen-

cies which haye observed the published notice. 
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If any agency after requesting a notice subse-
quently desires to place limitations on extradi-
tion, the FBI should be immediately notified in 
order that the notice in the FBI records can be 
modified and the published notice canceled. 

An illustration of the use of the Insert oc-
CUlTed in the arrest by FBI Agents of former 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list member, Nick 
Montos, at Westchester, Ill., on August 23, 1954. 
Montos and a male associate, with a fully loaded 
.3R-caliber automatic pistol in a cigar box be-
tween them, were apprehended in an automobile 
while waiting at a for a passing train. 
The only information which the companion 
would was that his name was Leo Manfred. 
The FBI Identification Division, when telephon-
ically contacted, advised that this name was an 
alias once used by one Leonard Corbini, for 
whom a wanted notice was published in the July 
1954, issue of the Bulletin Insert. A compari-
son of the right index finger impression in the 
Insert 'with the fingerprint of "Leo Manfred" 
proved that the prints were identical. 

Approximately 14,000 copies of the Insert are 
distributed with the monthly circulation of the 
Law Enforcement Bulletin. The Insert is sent 
especially to heads and identification officers of 
police agencies. One of the principal advan-
tages of the Insert is that it enables local police 
agencies to set up a filing system for those 
wanted notices in order to afford nationwide 
cooperation in the matter of locating wanted 
criminals. In a subsequent issue of the FBI 
Law Enforcement Bulletin there will appear an 
article in connection with a suggested method of 
filing the fugitive wanted notices published in 
the Bulletin Insert. 

*  
MAJOR THEFf-MINOR MOTIVE 

The theft or embezzlement of any goods or clutt-
tels from a shipment moving in interstate or for-
eign commerce, or the receipt or possession of any 
such stolen goods with guilty knowledge of its 
stolen character, violates a Federal statute within 
the FBI's investigative jurisdiction. In a previ-
ous case, when agents arrested a subject who was 
suspected of stealing from an interstate shipment 
over 900 small diamonds, reportedly vltllled at 
approximately $17,000, he admitted the theft, 
claiming that he stole the diamonds to pay 2 park-
ing tickets. 

The Fugtdve Felon Act Is 

a «:;riminal 

One of the weapons of modern law enforcement 
most feared by the criminal world is the Fugitive 
Felon Act. This act, which is also referred to 
as the Unlawful Flight Statute, joins the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation with local law enforce-
ment agencies throughout the country in investi-
gations to locate criminals who have fled across 
State lines to avoid prosecution, custody, or con-
finement for murder, kidnapinq, bU1'qlary, rob-
bery, mayhem, rape, assault with a danqerous 
weapon, extortion accompanied by threats of vio-
lence, 01' attempts to commit any of the8e crimes. 
Additionally, persons who flee interstate to avoid 
giving testimony in any criminal proceeding in-
volving the commission of an offense punishable 
by imprisonment in a penitentiary may also be 
sought under this statute. 

Procedure 

Before the FBI can initiate investigation to locate 
these fugitives, local process for one of the above 
offenses must be outstanding. There must be in-
formation indicating that the fugitive has left the 
State, and local or State authorities must request 
the FBI's assistance and be willing to extradite 
the fugitive upon his capture. This statute, 
which had its origin in 1934 and which has been 
amended since that time, was passed by Congress 
as the answer to the ever-increasing problems 
posed by the fast-moving, far-ranging criminal 
fugitive. Prior to the passage of this statute, 
there was no effective means to locate and appre-
hend these fugitives as the local officers in whose 
jurisdiction a crime was committed were power-
less to follow their quarry across State lines. 
Thei r only recourse was to seek the services and 
aid of the offices into whose jurisdiction the crim-
inal had fled. This was not satisfactory, as these 
agencies often had insufficient personnel and were 
so overburdened with their own criminal problems 
that they had little time to conduct a full investi-
gation to locate out-of-State fugitives. 

The problem naturally became more serious as 
methods of transportation improved, making it 
easier for an individual to commit a crime and, 
within a matter of hours, put hundreds of miles 
between himself and the site of his offense in an 
effort to escape capture. 
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That the Fugitive Felon Act has proved an 
effective answer to this problem is evidenced by the 
fact that approximately 5,000 criminals sought by 
the FBI under this act for State and local authori-
ties were located from fiscal 1945, beginning on 
July 1, 19-14, through fiscal 1955, ending on June 
30, 1955. From a total of 216 fugitives appre-
hended in fiscal 1945, the number jumped to 444 
in 1950 and then to an all-time high of 653 in 1955. 

ixty-five of the 93 fugitives placed on the 
FBI's "10 Most 1\Tanted List" from the time of 
the program's inception in 1950 through December 
31, 1955, have been sought for offenses which 
included some form of violation of this statute. 

Flight 

A glance at the travels of "most wanted" fuO'i-
tives further emphasizes the fact that many appar-
ently have the erroneous idea that great distances 
bring safety. Morley V. King, for example, who 
wa beinO' sought for a murder committed in 

an Luis Obi po, Calif. was apprehended at 
Philadelphia, Pa. Lee Emory Downs, charged 
with committing a burglary at San Jose, Calif., 
was arrested at Daytona Beach, Fla., 2,828 miles 
from the scene of his crime. Thanks to the Fugi-
tive Felon Act, the cross-country jaunts of these 
two men were of no avail. 

The 1,600 miles traveled by Joseph James 
Brletic likewise failed to assure asylum for him. 
In 194 Brletic escaped from a jail in layton, 
Mo., where he was awaiting trial for first degree 
robbery and car theft. Traveling we t, he finally 
settled in Lancaster, Calif., in 1950. In Febru-
ary, 1953, Brletic's name was added to the FBI's 
list of "10 Most Wanted Fugitives." Within 24 
hours he was again behind bars, thanks to an ob-
ervant public-spirited citizen. A resident of 

Lancaster, Calif., noted the fugitive'S picture and 
description in a Los Angeles newspaper. The 
citizen notified local officer ,....ho took Brletic into 
custody. 

Brletic is only one of many violators of the 
Fugitive Felon Act to be captured by local officers. 
As in the Brletic case, the Fugitive Felon Act is 
largely re ponsible for many of these arrests as 
': .1 '1 " ...................... , • "  
IL UJlUII:' tHe l'ill. to coorUmate IIlVeStlgatl e ac-
tivity and develop various leads as to the where-
about of the wanted individuals. The local 

police officers, as well as the FBI agents working 
in various communities throughout the Nation, 
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use the information thus developed in the hunt. 
The subject in an unlawful flight case loses 

his status as a local criminal and becomes the 
object of a nationwide search. The publicity 
which emanates from FBI headquarters, the at-
tendant cooperation of law-abiding citizens, and 
the coordinated efforts of other law enforcement 
agencies often disclose the hiding place or the 
trail of the fuO'itive. In this publicity the facil-
ities of the press, radio, and television are used 
to good advantage. In addition, identification 
orders are posted prominently in post offices and 
other public buildings. Naturally, not all the 
violators of .the Fugitive Felon Act become sub-
ject of identification orders, but a great many of 
them do. Of the 9 identification orders released 
in fiscal 1955, the subjects of 43, or almost half 
of them, were violators of this statute. Although 
some of these 43 fugitives were charged with other 
Federal offenses in addition to unlawful flight, the 
majority had committed a purely local crime of 
murder, kidnapping, burglary, robbery, mayhem, 
rape, assault with a dangerous weapon, or extor-
tion accompanied by threats of violence. By flee-
ing interstate, they brought down upon themselves 
the Fugitive Felon Act and thus became Federal 
fugitives. Their chances of remaining at large 
were thus greatly reduced, as the story of their 
crime spread across the Nation, and the wheels of 
cooperative law enforcement were set in motion. 

'Vhen an unlawful flight fugitive is captured, 
the Federal charge against him is usually dis-
missed and he is available to local authorities for 
local prosecution. The purpose of the statute--
to ferret out the criminal who has fled interstate 
in an effort to escape local authorities and to avoid 
apprehension-has been served. The Fugitive 
Felon Act has proved to be a nationwide trap for 
the fleeing criminal and a boon for cooperative 
police work. 

*  
POISONS 

The Laboratory has complete facilities for the ex-

amination of poisons. Body organs and fluids re-

moved from the bodies of victims are examined for 

the presence of poisonous substances which might have 

caused the death of the victims. Since death may 

result from overdoses of a large number of drugs and 

poisons, a toxicological examination involves many 

chemical, physical, and spectrophotometric tests. 
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